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Dear Parents/Carers,

As we move through the spring term, we continue to do our very best to support Year 11 students, 
who are approaching a crucial stage in their education. Following the Easter break, there will be just 
three full teaching weeks remaining before the GCSE examination season begins. Attendance during 
this time is absolutely vital to ensure students are fully prepared, confident and supported as they 
enter this final phase.

More broadly, attendance remains a key priority for all year groups. Every day in school matters, and 
regular attendance plays a significant role in academic progress, wellbeing and maintaining positive 
routines. We are grateful for your continued support in ensuring students attend school regularly 
and on time.

As we start to look ahead to the next academic year, I am delighted to share some very positive 
news regarding admissions. Our Year 7 intake for September 2026 is once again oversubscribed, and 
we have received a record number of first-choice applications and sibling preferences. This 
continued confidence in Castle Hall Academy is something we are extremely proud of and reflects 
the strong partnerships we have with our families and community.

Finally, we would also like to recognise and thank Mr Dixon, Assistant Headteacher, for his admirable 
commitment and dedication to Castle Hall Academy over the past 11 years. He now leaves us to 
take up a Deputy Headteacher role, a richly deserved appointment.

Thank you, as always, for your ongoing support and commitment to our school community.

Kindest regards,

Miss Rankin
Head of School

Mr P Brook
Headteacher
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YEAR 9 OPTIONS

Over recent weeks, students have taken part in a structured Options Programme 
designed to give them a clear understanding of the subjects available and what studying 
them at KS4 involves.

This has included options taster sessions, allowing students to experience KS4-style 
lessons across a wide range of subjects. 

To support this further, students were provided with a comprehensive Options Booklet, 
outlining each subject on offer, the skills developed, and how courses link to future 
pathways and careers. 

All the above information has been reinforced through dedicated Mastery sessions, 
where our staff guided students through the options process, discussed how to make 
balanced and appropriate choices, and encouraged thoughtful conversations about 
aspirations beyond Year 11.

This carefully planned approach ensures that our Year 9 students are well prepared for 
the next stage of their education and supported to choose pathways that suit their 
interests, strengths and future ambitions.
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WORLD BOOK DAY

To celebrate World Book Day, students enjoyed a special Booknic, bringing together 
books, afternoon tea and thoughtful conversation. Pupils shared their favourite stories, 
discussed meaningful quotes and explained why their chosen books mattered to them. 
The event created a relaxed and engaging atmosphere that celebrated reading for 
pleasure and the power of stories to spark discussion, reflection and connection. A 
wonderful reminder of the joy that reading can bring.
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WORLD BOOK DAY 

World Book Day celebrations continued with our Year 7 readers stepping confidently 
into the spotlight. Pupils read aloud to their year group, sharing their love of books and 
inspiring others through their enthusiasm and growing confidence. It was a powerful 
reminder of how reading can bring people together, build confidence and create a 
shared sense of belonging. Well done to all our Year 7 students for representing our 
reading community so brilliantly. 
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Maths 

To celebrate Pi and World Maths Day, students got involved in 
a range of fun maths challenges at break and lunchtime. A 
recall competition ran to see how many digits of Pi students 
could remember, with prizes awarded to the top scorers in 
each year group.

Students were also invited to take part in a Maths/Pi logo 
competition, showcasing their creativity and love of maths. 
We received some fantastic entries, and it’s been great to see 
such enthusiasm across the school.

And of course, our catering team rose to the occasion with 
some brilliant baking!
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PARENTS’ EVENINGS

It has been a very busy few weeks of Parents’ Evenings, and we 
would like to extend our sincere thanks to all parents and carers 
who attended. Your time, commitment, and partnership with us 
make a real difference. These evenings are an important 
opportunity to discuss progress, celebrate successes, and identify 
the next steps in supporting each student to achieve their very best. 

We truly appreciate your support and engagement.
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SHOW TIME

Tickets for our upcoming production of High School Musical Jr are now available to 
purchase via ParentPay. Students and staff have been working incredibly hard in 
rehearsals, and the energy, talent and teamwork on display have been fantastic. It 
promises to be a brilliant show, and we would love you to come along for a great evening 
of entertainment and celebration of our performing arts community.
Thank you for your continued support — we can’t wait to see you there!
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ATTENDANCE MATTERS

Why Attendance Matters: Building Strong Foundations for Success

Every school day counts. Regular attendance is one of the most important factors in a child’s academic 
success and overall well-being. When students attend school consistently, they gain more than just 
knowledge—they develop habits, friendships, and skills that will serve them for life.

1. Learning Happens Every Day
Lessons are designed to build on each other. Missing even a few days can make it harder for children to 
keep up, leading to gaps in understanding. Regular attendance ensures your child stays on track and feels 
confident in their learning.

2. Attendance Builds Resilience and Routine
Being in school teaches responsibility, time management, and resilience—skills that are essential beyond 
the classroom. 

3. Social Connections Matter
School is not just about academics; it’s where children form friendships and learn to work with others. 
Absences can make it harder to maintain these connections, which are vital for emotional and social 
development.

4. The Long-Term Impact
Research shows that students who attend school regularly are more likely to achieve higher grades and 
have better opportunities later in life. Good attendance habits now set the stage for future success.

How Parents Can Help
• Establish a morning routine to make getting ready stress-free.
• Schedule appointments outside school hours whenever possible.
• Communicate with school staff if your child faces challenges that affect attendance—we’re here    

to help.
Let’s continue to work together to make sure every child gets the best start possible.

Any absence must be reported to the Attendance Office by:
• phoning 01924 520500 and selecting option 2  
• phoning 01924 523232
• Emailing studentabsence@castlehall.com 

Please do this by 8:00am each day.
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CHA CHOIRUNIFORM EXCHANGE

Get free school uniform for your child

People need free school uniform for 2 reasons … they either can’t afford it or they 
want to wear reused uniform to help save the environment.

That’s why Uniform Exchange provide uniform and it’s so easy to get it.

Poverty affects 1 in 3 households in Kirklees and we estimate at least 7,000 
schoolchildren will benefit from the service in 2023 so if you need help you’re certainly 
not alone.

Simply fill in the online form and your free uniform will be delivered to your school or 
nearest library within days.

REQUEST UNIFORM https://www.uniform-exchange.org/free-school-uniform/
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Governor and

Student Support

KEY DATES 2025-26
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Governor and

Student Support

KEY DATES 2026-27

Inset and Parents’ Evening Dates will be shared at a later date. 
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