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Dear Parents/Carers,

We would like to take this opportunity to thank you for your support at our recent Parents’ Evening.  Your 
involvement plays a vital role in ensuring that students feel supported, motivated, and confident in their 
learning.

As we move forward through the school year, we continue to reinforce the importance of our daily 
procedures and routines. These structures help students feel settled, organised, and ready to learn, and we 
greatly appreciate your partnership in encouraging them to follow these expectations consistently.

We would also like to acknowledge the hard work and commitment students have shown throughout their 
Semester 1 assessments and year 11 mocks. Their focus and determination have been evident, and we are 
proud of the positive attitudes they have demonstrated. Thank you for the support you have provided at 
home in helping them prepare.

Attendance remains a key priority for us. Every day in school matters, and strong attendance has a direct 
impact on progress, confidence, and wellbeing. Your continued encouragement to ensure students attend 
regularly and punctually is greatly valued and makes a significant difference.

We are delighted to share some news with you from Bridget Phillipson, Secretary of State for Education, 
congratulating the school on the excellent outcomes achieved by students at the end of 2024/25. This 
recognition is a tremendous source of pride for our whole school community. It reflects the hard work, 
determination and resilience of our students, alongside the dedication and commitment of our whole staff 
body, and the ongoing support we receive from you as parents and carers. The letter can be found below.

Once again, thank you for your ongoing support. Working together, we can ensure that our students continue 
to thrive and feel confident in the months ahead.

Kindest regards,

Miss Rankin
Head of SchoolMr P Brook

Headteacher
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ATTENDANCE MATTERS

Well done to Abdul in Year 7 for achieving 
100% weekly attendance and winning a 
cricket bat and ball! 
Keep up the great work, everyone — your 
commitment to attendance is inspiring! 

Why Attendance Matters: Building Strong Foundations for Success

Every school day counts. Regular attendance is one of the most important factors in a child’s academic 
success and overall well-being. When students attend school consistently, they gain more than just 
knowledge—they develop habits, friendships, and skills that will serve them for life.

1. Learning Happens Every Day
Lessons are designed to build on each other. Missing even a few days can make it harder for children to 
keep up, leading to gaps in understanding. Regular attendance ensures your child stays on track and feels 
confident in their learning.

2. Attendance Builds Resilience and Routine
Being in school teaches responsibility, time management, and resilience—skills that are essential beyond 
the classroom. 

3. Social Connections Matter
School is not just about academics; it’s where children form friendships and learn to work with others. 
Absences can make it harder to maintain these connections, which are vital for emotional and social 
development.

4. The Long-Term Impact
Research shows that students who attend school regularly are more likely to achieve higher grades and 
have better opportunities later in life. Good attendance habits now set the stage for future success.

How Parents Can Help
• Establish a morning routine to make getting ready stress-free.
• Schedule appointments outside school hours whenever possible.
• Communicate with school staff if your child faces challenges that affect attendance—we’re here    

to help.
Let’s continue to work together to make sure every child gets the best start possible.

Any absence must be reported to the Attendance Office by:
• phoning 01924 520500 and selecting option 2  
• phoning 01924 523232
• Emailing studentabsence@castlehall.com 

Please do this by 8:00am each day.
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Governor and

Student Support

COMMUNICATION

EXTRA CURRICULAR

It is important that we have up to date information for your child. Please inform the 
Academy of any changes to your contact details via the MCAS App or by emailing 
office@castlehall.com 

Your main point of contact is your child’s Head of Year. The Head of Year team spend the 
day with their year groups in lessons, at break and lunch, they also supervise after-school 
detentions and support extra-curricular.

Please allow 24 hours for a response to anything that isn’t urgent, this allows the team 
sufficient time to respond.  Below is a reminder of their details: 

Staff Email – allow 24hrs for a response Mobile – urgent 

Miss Clarkson, Head of Year 7 rclarkson@castlehall.com 07708 796626

Mr Pearson, Head of Year 8 jpearson@castlehall.com 07895 746870

Mr Johnson, Head of Year 9 djohnson@castlehall.com 07708 795466

Mrs Bonham, Head of Year 10 lbonham@castlehall.com 07708 795385

Miss Ennis, Head of Year 11 cennis@castlehall.com 07565 399941

mailto:cennis@castlehall.com
mailto:djohnson@castlehall.com
mailto:ifox@castlehall.com
mailto:badams@castlehall.com
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CHA CHOIRCHARITY

We’re delighted to share that our amazing students and staff have 
raised an incredible £674 for Candlelighters!
Thank you to everyone who contributed and supported this fantastic 
cause – your generosity will make a real difference. 
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CHA CHOIRENGLISH LITERATURE

In January, our Year 10 and Year 11 students had 
the exciting opportunity to experience A 
Christmas Carol live on stage at Leeds Playhouse. 
These visits formed an important part of their 
English Literature learning journey and brought 
Dickens’ timeless novella to life in a very 
memorable way.

For many students, this was their first experience 
of professional live theatre, the production 
provided an invaluable opportunity to deepen 
their understanding of one of their key GCSE set 
texts. The performance supported their study of 
the Victorian context, key themes, character 
development and Dickens’ powerful message of 
compassion, redemption, and social responsibility.
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CHA CHOIRSPORTING STARS

It was another fantastic evening for our Girls U13 football team as they were crowned 
winners of the North Kirklees Football Tournament. The girls put in an outstanding 
performance, showing skill, teamwork and determination from start to finish.
A huge well done to Mia, Florence, Shauna, Erin (Player of the Match), Felicity, Mia, 
Rosie, Grace and Holly, who all played their part in a memorable victory. Their 
commitment on the pitch and support for one another truly reflected the spirit of the 
team.
This tournament win is a brilliant achievement and a proud moment for everyone 
involved. Congratulations to the players and staff on a well-deserved success – we 
look forward to seeing what this talented group achieves next!
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Exploring the safe and responsible use of AI

Castle Hall Academy joined others nationwide to 

celebrate Safer Internet Day 2026, the largest 

global online safety campaign. This year's theme, 

‘Smart tech, safe choices – Exploring the safe and 

responsible use of AI,’ focuses on teaching children 

and young people the skills to use AI technology 

safely and responsibly, and highlights available 

support.

From voice assistants, to chatbots, to algorithms, 

AI technology is playing an increasingly large role 

in all our lives. It is important that we find time to 

discuss these tools and the impact they can have 

on our own and our families’ online experiences, 

including:

• the news and content we see,

• the way we work, including using AI for 

homework or studies,

• and the risk of misuse of AI, for example to 

create realistic scams or non-consensual nude 

images.

Top Tips for 

parents/carers

Scan the QR code and have 

a go at the Safer Internet 

Day quiz with your child

CHA CHOIRSAFER INTERNET DAY 2026

You may like to use one of 

these prompts to start a 

conversation with your child:

• What’s your favourite thing to do 

online?

• Have you ever used an AI tool? 

How did it make you feel?

• What do you like about AI 

technology?

• Do you have any worries about AI 

technology? 

• What advice would you give to 

your friends about using AI?

• Who would you talk to if you saw 

something worrying online?

• What more can I do to help you 

feel safe online?
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CHA CHOIRKIRKLEES DOMESTIC ABUSE 
SPECIALIST SERVICES 
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CHA CHOIRCOMMUNITY 
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LITERACY MILESTONE

 

A huge congratulations to our fantastic students for achieving an outstanding 
reading milestone — an impressive 500,000 words or 20 books read!
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SUDUKO STARS

 

A big well done to all the students who took part in our recent 
Sudoku Challenge. 

It was fantastic to see so many students getting involved and 
rising to the challenge with confidence and perseverance. 
Sudoku is a brilliant way to develop mathematical thinking, and 
everyone who participated should be very proud of their effort.

The winners from each year group were:
Year 7 – Emma
Year 8 – Erin
Year 9 – Jibran
Year 10 - Ethan 
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CHA CHOIRUNIFORM EXCHANGE

Get free school uniform for your child

People need free school uniform for 2 reasons … they either can’t afford it or they 
want to wear reused uniform to help save the environment.

That’s why Uniform Exchange provide uniform and it’s so easy to get it.

Poverty affects 1 in 3 households in Kirklees and we estimate at least 7,000 
schoolchildren will benefit from the service in 2023 so if you need help you’re certainly 
not alone.

Simply fill in the online form and your free uniform will be delivered to your school or 
nearest library within days.

REQUEST UNIFORM https://www.uniform-exchange.org/free-school-uniform/
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CHA CHOIRSEMESTER 1 REWARD TRIP
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Governor and

Student Support

KEY DATES 2025-26
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Governor and

Student Support

KEY DATES 2026-27

Inset and Parents’ Evening Dates will be shared at a later date. 
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