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Dear Parents and Carers,

We write to you at the end of what has been another very positive year for the academy.  

The last day of term is Wednesday 17th July for students. All year groups will be dismissed at the usual time.

The new school year start dates are detailed on the next page. As always, students will benefit from a 
staggered return, allowing for a thorough induction back to school. 

Year 10 have been provided with revision material from each of their subjects which I would strongly 
encourage them to complete. It is wise to recap year 10 content during the summer, so they are as prepared 
as possible for year 11. 

From September we are moving our Management Information System from ClasssCharts to Bromcom,
we will send further information, next academic year, regarding parent and student apps.  

We say farewell to some teaching staff, we wish them well for the future and thank them for their valuable 
contribution and friendship.

We are pleased to report we have appointed several new staff for September, they are all extremely driven 
and enthused to join us.  We are confident everyone will be an incredibly valuable member of the team. 

Finally, I would like to thank parents and carers for their continued support throughout the year. I would also 
like to commend students for their hard work and positivity, it continues to be a great privilege to spend our 
days with them.

Kindest regards,

Mr Brook      Miss Rankin
Headteacher      Head of School 
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KEY DATES 2024-2025
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ATTENDANCE NEW REGULATIONS

Amendments to the rules on unauthorised attendance come into play in August 2024. We 
would like to make all parents aware of changes that the government are introducing 
around fines and permitted absences. 
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PROM Y11 

The perfect send-off for our Year 11 students  

Students also had the opportunity for a pre-prom try on! ☺
A hugely positive impact on our environment.
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Y10 SPORTS LEADERS

Well done to Y10 
Sports Leaders who 
supported and 
helped to deliver 
Old Bank Academy’s 
Sports Day.
Old Bank students 
and staff said you 
were great! 
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A FEW WORDS

Some of our students may wish to get 
involved with this project, either writing, 
drawing or crafting – everything is welcome. 
Students can either write a general uplifting 
message/drawing.

For more information visit 
www.thegive.co.uk for a welcome sheet.

https://url.uk.m.mimecastprotect.com/s/heIGCB837U7xpABf6IV61?domain=thegive.co.uk


MAGAZINEMAGAZINE

LITERACY REWARD

 Celebrating our amazing students who read 14 books this term!
           They all enjoyed a well-deserved Literacy Reward party! 



MAGAZINEMAGAZINE

CARDIOPULMONARY RESUSCITATION - CPR

Year 7 students received CPR training on the 10th of July from Nurses from Get Set Goal. Get Set Goal is a 
wellbeing service that forms part of the Health and Wellbeing Academy at the University of Huddersfield.

It is a service that is committed to improving the health and wellness of individuals and communities by 
helping people to achieve personal goals by making informed and positive lifestyle choices. The training 
taught them how to perform CPR, covering both the basics and hands-on practice. This initiative aimed to 
give students important life-saving skills and confidence to handle emergencies.
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C3 EDUCATIONAL VISITS

Students visited Chester Zoo, Hornsea and 
Manchester’s Science and Industry Museum. These 
experiences bring learning to life, students enjoyed 
a rich array of activities and hands on experiences.
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CYCLE 3 CELEBRATIONS & REWARDS
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SPEN ATHLETICS EVENT

Year 7:
Jacob - 1st Place in High Jump (1.3 metres)
Saarah - 3rd Place in High Jump (1.1 metres)
Lucas - 3rd Place in 800m (2 mins 41 secs)

Year 8:
Estee - 1st Place in High Jump (1.25 metres)
Harley - 1st Place in 100m (12.16 seconds)
Ollie - 2nd Place in Discus (21.62 metres)

Year 9:
David - 1st Place in Long Jump (4.62 metres)
Alfie - 3rd Place in 800m (2 min 26 secs)

Year 10:
Austin - 1st Place in Long Jump (5.16 metres)
Grace - 2nd Place in Discus (16.84 metres)
Austin - 3rd Place in 300m (40.17 seconds)
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Y6 TRANSITION

We look forward to welcoming them all 
back on 4th September, on-site by 8:25am 
for a prompt 8:30 start.

AfL kits and rucksacks will be provided on 
the 4th September. 

Transition day was a great success. It was a 
pleasure to witness students' enthusiasm 
and engagement throughout the day.

Thank you to year 6 parents/carers for your 
encouragement and involvement which 
played a crucial role in ensuring an enjoyable 
transition for your children.
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ANTI BULLYING AMBASSADORS

The ambassadors discussed the difference between 
bullying and banter, shared strategies to address 
bullying, and promoted kindness and open 
communication. They also discussed these topics with 
small groups to empower students to seek help and 
support each other, ensuring a positive and welcoming 
move to secondary school.

Seven Anti-Bullying Ambassadors visited Old Bank students to highlight the importance 
of their role in fostering a supportive environment

They explained how ambassadors can help ease the transition to secondary school 
by providing security and community. 

We are part of the Mirfield Respect Programme.
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CAREERS - POST-16

We are pleased to share the success of our recent visit to Kirklees College, where 30 
of our students had the opportunity to explore a variety of courses firsthand. This 
visit provided them with a unique chance to experience college life, engage with 
instructors, and participate in sample classes across different disciplines. Sessions 
included Barbering, Business, Esports, Games Design, Hair and Beauty, Public 
Services, and more. The students returned with a wealth of knowledge and a 
clearer vision of their potential career paths. The experience has been incredibly 
beneficial, sparking new interests and boosting their confidence in making future 
educational decisions. We are committed to continuing such initiatives that enrich 
our students' academic journeys.

We are thrilled to report the success a recent initiative by The Mirfield Free 
Grammar, which offered 50 students the invaluable opportunity to experience a day 
in the life of a 6th form student. This immersive experience allowed our pupils to 
explore various academic subjects, engage with new teaching styles, and interact 
with current 6th formers, providing them with a deeper understanding of their 
future educational options. The feedback from the students has been 
overwhelmingly positive, with many expressing newfound clarity and enthusiasm 
about their post-GCSE choices. This event has not only broadened their horizons but 
also inspired them to aim higher in their academic pursuits.
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CATERING

From September 2024 the cost of the meal deal will increase from £2.65 to £2.75. Other individually 
sold items will increase in price too. This increase does not impact on students entitled to free school 
meals.

We understand managing family budgets can be challenging, and we strive to strike a balance between 
maintaining affordability and offering a high-quality meal service. 

We remain committed to providing a balanced and nutritious meal that all our students can enjoy.
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UNIFORM 

Uniform Exchange website:
https://www.uniform-
exchange.org/free-school-uniform/

Send outgrown school uniform, shoes and 
coats to Uniform Exchange.
Please donate absolutely ANYTHING a child 
needs for school – uniform, coats, hats, gloves, 
scarves, PE kits, tights, shoes, trainers, football 
boots, pencil cases, math sets … everything.

Everyone needs a
Little Help...
It couldn’t be easier to get free 
school uniform.
Complete the form via the website 
and Uniform Exchange will deliver 
the uniform to Castle Hall Academy.
Anyone can request free school 
uniform, so it’s reused as much as 
possible and kept out of landfill.
Every item is checked for quality and 
cleanliness so you can be sure all the 
uniform you request will be in good 
condition.
Uniform Exchange always aim to 
provide whatever you need but 
please be aware it does depend on 
what they have in stock.
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OPEN EVENING 2024
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OUR COMMUNITY 
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COMMUNITY OFFER

A few useful links regarding community 0-19 provision:

HAF funded holiday programmes
Home | Kirklees Schools Out (schoolsoutkirklees.co.uk)

General youth activities across all of Kirklees:
(KYA Facebook

Groups you can join to stay up-to-date or post relevant information 
about community provision:
Mirfield Youth | Facebook
Batley & Birstall Youth | Facebook
Dewsbury Moor Youth | Facebook
Colne Valley & Golcar Youth | Facebook
Holme Valley Youth & Meltham | Facebook

Kooth (the free, safe and anonymous online mental health support 
platform) Summer Campaign: Go Somewhere Good - Explore Kooth

https://url.uk.m.mimecastprotect.com/s/NfgqCjvpVtnzo6rUWT23O?domain=schoolsoutkirklees.co.uk/
https://url.uk.m.mimecastprotect.com/s/mQO_CkwqVuOD2LETVML-H?domain=facebook.com
https://url.uk.m.mimecastprotect.com/s/wWkiClvrVt2WR9rFysPCL?domain=facebook.com
https://url.uk.m.mimecastprotect.com/s/a7RDCm2vVtjVy0xh9ncuN?domain=facebook.com
https://url.uk.m.mimecastprotect.com/s/Kr-yCnYwVT749yEum9-Z7?domain=facebook.com
https://url.uk.m.mimecastprotect.com/s/CyxhCovx9trA2onuoStd9?domain=facebook.com
https://url.uk.m.mimecastprotect.com/s/3zUYCpRy6Ung4l2U7RtT8?domain=facebook.com
https://url.uk.m.mimecastprotect.com/s/ZnMECqVzXC8gY4QUvEzAu?domain=explore.kooth.com/
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OUR COMMUNITY 
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