
MAGAZINE

MAGAZINE

CASTLE HALL ACADEMY MAGAZINE
DECEMBER 2022

And Words of Advice from our past students 

Cycle 1 Educational Trips
& Experiences

Hindu Temple visits

CHA Bookcase 
Reading for Pleasure

Remembrance Service



MAGAZINEMAGAZINE



MAGAZINEMAGAZINE

Information

Editorial
Mrs J Tallis 

Contact Details 
Castle Hall Academy 
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Headteacher: 
Mr P Brook 
T: 01924 520500 
E: office@castlehall.com

DECEMBER 2022

It is important that we 
have up to date 
information for your 
child. Please inform the 
Academy of any 
changes to your contact 
details.

If you have any 
questions or concerns, 
please do not hesitate 
to get in touch with 
your child’s Head of 
Year or email the office 
via 
office@castlehall.com

Dear Parents/Carers,

As we approach the end of the Autumn term, I am writing to express my thanks 
for your continued support in all we do at Castle Hall Academy.

I would like to take this opportunity to say well done to all students who 
completed Cycle 1 mock examinations and assessments.  Cycle 1 reports will be 
shared with families over the coming weeks. As an academy, we value your 
support in ensuring students keep a sharp focus on high standards of work, both 
in lessons and for home learning.

The admissions window for Year 6 applications for a place at Castle Hall Academy 
in September 2023 has now closed.  We are pleased to see we continue to be 
first preference for many families. I would also like to take this opportunity to 
acknowledge current parents who have chosen Castle Hall Academy for their 
Year 6 child. We are delighted to continue to work in partnership with you and 
your children.

It is a pleasure to report good parental attendance at our recent Year 11 parents’ 
evening.  These evenings are a great opportunity for students, parents and 
teachers to discuss progress face to face. All parents’ evening dates can be found 
within this magazine on the key dates page.

I was also pleased to see so many parents at the Carol Concert held at St Mary’s 
Church, Mirfield. Castle Hall Singers provided great entertainment and certainly 
brought some much needed seasonal cheer to a cold winter evening.

I would also like to remind you that Monday 8 May 2023 is an additional bank 
holiday, following the Coronation of His Majesty King Charles III.

I look forward to welcoming everyone back to school on Tuesday 3rd January 
2023. I hope that everyone has a happy, healthy and safe Christmas break.  Of 
course, on our return we continue to push ahead with securing academic 
excellence, developing character and raising aspirations for all.

Kindest regards,

Mr Brook
Headteacher
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GCSE 2022 AWARDS EVENING

A great time was had by all!  We were thrilled to see 100+ past students in attendance 
celebrating each others successes.  A big thank you to all the staff involved.

👏👏👏
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WORDS OF ADVICE FROM PAST STUDENTS

CYCLE 1 ASSESSMENTS/MOCKS

At Awards Evening GCSE 2022 past students were asked to reflect and share advice to 
current students:

You may say ‘it is what it is now’,
but it’s not what you’ll be saying on results day!

Focus.

Attend every day, work hard and revise – good luck!

Never give up!

Start revising now! Don’t leave it to 2 weeks before your exams! Trust me … been 
there, done that. Always Stay focused and prepared!

Try your best. It’s worth it in the long run!

Don’t miss intervention and REVISE!

Put your head down and go to lesson 8 and Saturday School!

Don’t be too confident. Revise the things you know and don’t know!

The moment you feel like giving up, remember why you have hung in there for so 
long!

Don’t be too hard on yourself, enjoy your time and work hard!

Put yourself first, don’t think about others!
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CAREERS AWARD
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SAFEGUARDING REVIEW

"......exceptionally robust and 
effective safeguarding provision 
and that is testimony to the hard 
work of you and your team.”

“When we met the safeguarding 
team at the school, we found them 
to be extremely approachable, 
enthusiastic. Safeguarding is a 
‘team’ approach at Castle Hall." 

INTRODUCING OUR ANTI-BULLYING AMBASSADORS 



MAGAZINEMAGAZINE

DECEMBER 2022

KEY DATES 22-23ARMISTICE DAY & REMEMBRANCE SUNDAY

All students marked 
the eleventh hour on 
the eleventh day of the 
eleventh month with 
the traditional
two-minute silence 
either at school or at 
the Cenotaph in 
Mirfield.

As a school community, 
reflection and respect 
are two of our key 
characteristics and this 
act of remembrance is 
a key demonstration of 
these.

Part of our remembrance is to support the Royal British Legion Poppy Appeal, Castle 
Hall Academy raised £199.70.

Thank you to students and staff who donated.
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To commemorate the remembrance services that took place, students in Creative 
Writing Club reflected on the meaning of sacrifice. They acknowledged the service of 
millions of people in our country, past and present, who selflessly enabled us to have 
better, safer lives today. In recognition of this, students created letters - either addressed 
to soldiers, or from the perspective of one. 

This task required empathy, understanding, and importantly a great amount of gratitude, 
as students penned their thanks and appreciation to those who serve us and this 
country. 

DECEMBER 2022

Democracy in action in Y7 Mastery this morning. Our School Council candidates delivered their speeches with passion and spiri

CREATIVE WRITING

Creative writing club students also celebrated 
having their poems published.
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Y8 HINDU TEMPLE VISIT
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READING IN MASTERY 

Democracy in action in Y7 Mastery this morning. Our School Council candidates delivered their speeches with passion and spiri

Students and staff read collectively every 
morning for 15 minutes during Mastery.

Statistically, students that read 
independently do better at school.

Please encourage your children of all 
ages to continue reading daily – 10 
minutes as a minimum will make all the 
difference.

On the next two pages you will find KS3 
and KS4 Bookcases which detail good 
reads recommended by our English 
department. 

We suggest parents check online reviews 
if you have any queries about the 
suitability of a book before it is read.
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KS3 BOOKCASE OF RECOMMENDED READS
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KS3 BOOKCASE OF RECOMMENDED READS

Democracy in action in Y7 Mastery this morning. Our School Council candidates delivered their speeches with passion and spiri
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Y7 ROYAL ARMOURIES VISIT

Year 7's saw exhibits of armour and met with reenactors from 
different historical time periods, ranging from a Saxon and 
Norman sword fight to how the Special Operations Unit in the 
Second World War carried out covert operations and concealed 
their maps and weapons.

Lunch was followed by the students' special learning 
experience of Saxon and Norman battle tactics. These tactics, 
such as how to make a shield wall, were put to good use when 
(foam) axes were thrown at them, recreating a common Viking 
battle technique.

Students also re-enacted scenes from the Bayeux Tapestry 
using the armour and weapons provided. These activities 
brought the 11th century to life for year 7 who are currently 
studying time period in History.
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EXTRA CURRICULAR

ATTENDANCE MATTERS

At Castle Hall Academy we recognise the importance of regular attendance and 
punctuality. We work in close partnership with parents and carers to ensure each child 
attends regularly.

Any absence must be reported to:

▪ Mrs Toth, Attendance Officer
▪ By phoning 01924 520500 and selecting option 2
▪ By 8:00am each day

This is the only way to report a student absence.

ATTENDANCE MATTERS
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Y9 SPANISH DAY

Year 9 enjoyed an action packed day full of Spanish themed workshops. They took part in 
Flamenco dancing, cooking, graffiti spray, drama, film and art activities. 
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Y7 HUMANITIES DAY

EXTRA CURRICULAR

Students spent their time in Religious Studies looking at how Christmas is celebrated 
across the globe.  In Geography they completed an environmental quality assessment 
around the school grounds. In History they completed a “meanwhile elsewhere” project. 
Students were given optional research topics from which they chose to base their 
project.

Students spent the entire day studying topics they haven't studied in school, this 
offered  new and exciting opportunity to deepen their knowledge
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CYCLE 1 EDUCATIONAL VISITS YEAR 11 BOWLING REWARD

Our fabulous Y11s who displayed Characteristics of 
Good Learners during Cycle 1 - reasoning, resilience, 
responsibility, reflection and respect enjoyed a well 
deserved reward trip to Hollywood Bowl, Leeds. 
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YEAR 11 MOCK INTERVIEWS

Year 11 students took part in a mock interviews on 12 December.  Employers from local 
business, colleges and universities interviewed students.

SALVATION ARMY FOOD BANK
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CYCLE 1 Y8 EDUCATIONAL VISIT 

Year 8 visited Manchester United and took part in a 
variety of experiences including a stadium tour, a visit 
to the museum and a classroom based session 
focussing on fitness, nutrition in sport and work ethic 
in school.
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EXTRA CURRICULAR

YEAR 6 PRIMARY CONFERENCE

Castle Hall Academy hosted the first ever Impact Education MAT Y6 primary conference.

Thank you to our amazing teaching and support
staff teams who played a large part in making
the event a great success.

Everybody, Everyday 

Y6 students from across the Trust enjoyed the full 
use of our facilities and Castle Hall Academy staff 
delivered valuable experience in Science, Music 
and Drama.
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CYCLE 1 Y8 

EDUCATIONAL VISIT 

CYCLE 1 REWARDS

Subject certificates and chocolates were awarded to students during Mastery who had 
made the most progress and achieved the highest attainment during Cycle 1.

An additional reward assembly took place for students who achieved Attitude to 
Learning grade 1s and 2s across all their subjects.
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CHRISTMAS LUNCH

EXTRA CURRICULAR

Students from Y7 to Y11 enjoyed a traditional Christmas lunch together in the Dining Hall 
and Chequers, with staff joining them to eat and chat, with festive crackers and Christmas 
music.

Thank you to our incredible catering team, a truly wonderful festive filled lunchtime 
enjoyed by all. 
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COMMUNICATION

EXTRA CURRICULAR

It is important that we have up to date information for your child. Please inform 

the Academy of any changes to your contact details.

Your main point of contact is your child’s Head of Year. The Head of Year team 

spend the day with their year groups in lessons, at break and lunch, they also 

supervise after-school detentions and support extra-curricular.

Please bear with them when making contact.  Below is a reminder of their 

details: 

Staff Email – allow 24hrs for  response Mobile – urgent 

Mrs Bonham, Head of Year 7 lbonham@castlehall.com 07708 795385

Miss Fox, Head of Year 8 ifox@castlehall.com 07895746870

Miss Gill, Head of Year 9 jgill@castlehall.com 07708 796626

Mrs Ennis, Head of Year 10 cennis@castlehall.com 07565 399941

Mrs Adams, Head of Year 11 badams@castlehall.com 07708 795466

Student Absence

Parent/carer must notify the Academy on the first day of absence, to explain 
the reason for the absence via:

Staff Email Telephone

Mrs Toth, Attendance Officer StudentAbsence@castlehall.com 01924 523232 from 7:00am

mailto:lbonham@castlehall.com
mailto:ifox@castlehall.com
mailto:jgill@castlehall.com
mailto:cennis@castlehall.com
mailto:badams@castlehall.com
mailto:StudentAbsence@castlehall.com
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UNIFORM EXCHANGE

Local collection points are:
Library - East Thorpe Lodge, Huddersfield Road, Mirfield, WF14 8AN
Library – Greenwood Centre, Huddersfield Rd, Ravensthorpe, Dewsbury WF13 3JR
Please could your uniform items be put inside a plastic bag when dropping off as we 
use these to send the uniform packs out in, the bigger the better.

All of the collections points are located inside, so I would recommend checking the 
times they are open before turning up to drop off. 

UNIFORM EXCHANGE
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EXTRA CURRICULAR
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