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Castle Hall Academy 

M a g a z i n e  

AUTUMN 2021  

 

Information  

Editorial 

Mr P Norcliffe 

Mrs J Tallis 
 

 

Contact Details 

Castle Hall Academy Trust,  

Richard Thorpe Avenue, 
Mirfield,  

West Yorkshire, 

WF14 9PH   

Headteacher : Mr P Brook 

T: 01924 520500  

E: office@castlehall.com 

Company Reg No: 08529006 
(England & Wales) 
 

Stay up to date with 
our latest news :       

 

www.castlehall.com  

 

Twitter Accounts: 

 

@Castle_Hall (Main Account) 

@CastleMfl (Languages dept.) 

@Science_CHA  (Science dept.) 

@CastleHall_PE (PE dept.)   

 

 

It is important that we 
have up to date 
information for your 
child. Please inform 
the Academy of any 
changes to your 
contact details. 

Dear Parents / Carers, 

As we approach the end of this half 
term, I am writing to offer my 
gratitude for your support of the 
academy routines and procedures. The 
academy year, despite the remaining 
Covid challenges, has begun very well. 

I would like to thank those families 
whose students have had to self-isolate 
to protect other people this half term 
or are doing so currently.  

I am pleased to say that the academy’s full curriculum has been taught this half term, 
in specialist classrooms and we have successfully reintroduced extra-curricular 
activities. We have put a number of measures in place during the term to ensure that 
we can help students to close any gaps in their knowledge, ensuring that they have not 
missed vital learning or are disadvantaged in assessments or examinations. 

The introduction of year group reading at the end of the morning Mastery session each 
day has been extremely successful, and is a pleasure to observe and take part in. 

I would like to thank the student leadership team and student ambassadors that helped 
at our recent Open Evenings, feedback from visitors was extremely positive and we 
received many comments on how helpful, kind and welcoming our students were. 

Please remember our pastoral team is available to support both students in school and 
those who are isolating and working at home. Should parents have any concerns please 
contact your child’s Head of Year in the first instance: 

 
 
Ofsted Parent View is an online survey that allows parents to give their views about 
their child’s school. Parents can complete the survey at any time. ‘Parents’, means 
any person with parental responsibility for a child at the school. 
 
You can access the survey directly from the Ofsted Parent View page  
Ofsted Parent View 
or from the homepage of the Ofsted website  
Ofsted Home Page 
 
Again, thank you for your continued support, when we work hand-in-hand any concerns 
can be sorted out quicker and it is proven students achieve more.  
 
Kind regards, 

 
 
 
 

Mr P Brook 
Headteacher 

Year Staff Contact 

7 Miss Gill jgill@castlehall.com 

8 Miss Gill jgill@castlehall.com 

9 Mrs Ennis cennis@castlehall.com 

10 Mrs Adams badams@castlehall.com 

11 Mrs Bonham lbonham@castlehall.com 

If you have any questions or concerns, please do not hesitate to get in touch 
with us via email on office@castlehall.com  

WELCOME  

We are delighted Castle Hall 
Academy is now an approved centre 
to run the Duke of Edinburgh Award  

https://parentview.ofsted.gov.uk/
https://www.gov.uk/government/organisations/ofsted
mailto:jgill@castlehall.com
mailto:jgill@castlehall.com
mailto:cennis@castlehall.com
mailto:badams@castlehall.com
mailto:lbonham@castlehall.com
mailto:office@castlhall.com
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GCSE RESULTS 2021  
An ENORMOUS Well Done to Year 11s who 
collected their results in August.  

These students have coped tremendously 
and have worked tirelessly throughout 
the pandemic. Well Done Year 11, you 
should be so proud!  
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GCSE 2021 EVENING - 25 November 4:30pm to 6:00pm 

 
Call in between 4.30pm and 6.00pm to collect GCSE certificates, enjoy 

refreshments and catch-up with staff 
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CHA TEAM BUILDING  
Students  started their  new school  year  at  Cast le  Hal l  on  

the Academy f ie ld with great  team bui ld ing  act iv it ies  from 
the br i l l iant  problem solv ing  company.  
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INDUCTION WEEK TRIPS  
Year  7  started their  t ime at  Cast le Hal l  Academy wi th 

successfu l  t r ips  to  Malham and York.  Students  were 
br i l l iant  and had a  great  couple of  days.  Thank you to 

staff  who made this  poss ible.  
 

KINGSWOOD RESIDENTAL 
Year  11 had a bri l l iant  few days  at  K ingswood at  the start  of  term.  

Students  were amazing and we are very proud of  them. Thank you again to  our  
incredible staf f  for  making it  happen.   
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At Castle Hall Academy, we all read and we love it!  
Years 7 to 10 now have 20 minutes reading every morning 
before lessons.  

READING FOR ALL  

Castle Hall's reading journey started with.... 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Y7 Ghost Boys  

Y8 Looking for JJ  

Y9 Of Mice and Men  

Y10 The Dark Lady  
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All staff will be able to join a reading session for Y7-10 every 

week so we can share this experience with our students.  
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OPEN EVENING 2021  

On the 30th September and again on 7th October we hosted our 
annual Open Evenings with hundreds of local families attending to 
get a taste of school life at the Academy. Thankyou to everyone 
who visited. Some fantastic comments from visitors. 
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To arrange a tour during school hours please email office@castlehall.com 
Applications to Castle Hall Academy for September 2022 are open until 31 October 
2021. Applications are made via Kirklees Council  Apply Here 

‘What a friendly 
welcome from staff 
and student helpers, 
exciting activities, 
and a clear sense of 
the vision for all 
students.’ 

‘Staff were super friendly and 
encouraged my son to 
participate in the activities 
available. Staff were more than 
happy to be interrogated.’ 

‘Good selection of activities 
for them to try. Students 
warm and happy to share 
their experience at school. 
Very positive attitudes 
towards the school and staff 
members.’ 

‘Very engaging and 
informative exhibits. 
True passion and purpose 
in what was presented 
from the Head.’ 

‘Castle Hall Academy 
seems like the 
perfect fit for my 
son’s well-being and 
education.’ 

‘Really enjoyed 
speaking to the 
staff, presentation 
was very informa-
tive, and I had a very 
patient tour guide.’ 

‘Mr Brook’s welcome 
meeting was very 
well put together 
and informative. All 
staff answered my 
questions, the 
students were a 
credit to the school.’ 

‘Excellent overview 
of the school’s aspi-
rations and values. 
Didn’t have time to 
see all of the school 
facilities, however, 
we were invited back 
to see the school in 
action.’ 

VISITOR COMMENTS 

mailto:office@castlehall.com
https://www.kirklees.gov.uk/beta/admissions/apply-secondary-school-place.aspx
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Thank you to students who took part in 
sharing their experience of what it is like to 
be a student at Castle Hall Academy. They 
should know they're the experts! 

UNDER THE SPOTLIGHT  
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ABOVE—Thank you to Mirfield 

College for giving Y11s an insight 

into post-16 at the college. 

 

LEFT— Thank you also to 

Heckmondwike for talking to Year 

11 students about A level courses 

and open day dates. 

 

BOTTOM LEFT-  

Thank you to Kirklees College for 

talking to Year 11 students about 

their options after school, full 

time courses and apprenticeships 

on offer.  

COLLEGE PREVIEW  
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PRIMARY FRIDAYS  
Year 6 students from many primary schools in the area have 
been visiting Castle Hall every Friday afternoon in 
September and October. They had the chance to experience 
Science, PE and Art lessons. Just a little taste of life at 
Castle Hall Academy. 
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MEET OUR LIBRARIANS 
Say hello to our lovely Librarians they are amazing! 
Don't forget we are open before school, at break, 
lunch and after school. As you can see we are BIG 
on books! #readingcommunity #AcademicExcellence 
#DevelopingCharacter #RaisingAspiration  
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STAFF FUNDRAISING 
 

Castle Hall staff are proud to 
support #MacmillanCoffeeMorning 
We raised £170 Thank you and well 
done to our organisers, bakers, 
buyers and raffle winners!  

@macmillancoffee 
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Well done everyone, 
Castle Hall is particularly 
proud of Toby Matthews, 

an exceptional past 
student! (Bottom Left) 

PAST STUDENT SUCCESS  

A HUGE well done to the 

Y7/8 girls' football team. The 

girls showed real 

commitment throughout the 

tournament. They lost their 

first game 0-3 but drew the 

next 2 games 1-1. We are 

extremely proud. 

Y E A R  7  &  8  G I R L S  F O OT B A L L  
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#AcademicExcellence   #DevelopingCharacter   #RaisingAspirations   @ImpactMAT 
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Visit our social media pages to 
experience a little insight into 
Castle Hall Academy.  

 
@Castle_Hall 
 
 
@Castle_Hall1  
 
 
Castle Hall Academy 

https://twitter.com/castle_hall?lang=en
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@ImpactMAT  

Student  Leadership  
We are delighted to share our 2021-22 
Student Leadership Team 

Student Leadership Roles and Responsibilities: 

Student leader’s role and responsibility are to lead the student body of Castle Hall 
Academy by demonstrating positive behaviours and acting as role models for all 
years. 

Their key responsibilities are to support school events, actively promote the academy 
to the wider community and support the day-to-day running of the academy. 

Expectations of student leaders are that they are organised, responsible and 
enthusiastic.  
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Castle Hall Academy students 
were delighted to take part 
in the Cricket World Cup 
trophy tour as part of the 
bringing communities 
together and raising the 
profile of sport. Thank you to 
Westborough High for 
hosting.  

@YorkshireCCC 

@ECB_cricket 

@ImpactMAT 

WORLD CUP TROPHY TOUR 
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ACADEMY IMPROVEMENTS  
Improvements continued over the summer—we now have a new kitchen/
servery space for KS3 students, new windows in the dining room and 
works have been completed on roofs and gutters. We also have newly 
decorated staircases and flooring and a new front fascia to reception.  
More improvements to come. Watch this space! 
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This term our Year 8 football team played 
their first ever football match for Castle 
Hall Academy in front of 
supportive parents and staff. The team 
played against Westborough, they showed 
good tactics and made some glorious 
passes.  Pride and passion were shown 
throughout the game. 

Like always, our students represented our 
academy in a fantastic manner on and off 
the field displaying a strong performance. 

Thank you to staff for developing and 
supporting the team. 

A huge well done to all the students in the 
Year 8 football team and long may their 
commitment and determination continue! 

Castle Hall Academy 1 - 1 Westborough High School 

PRIDE AND PASSION 
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CREATIVE  

WRITING  

COMPETITION 
 

Thank you to all who 
entered the Mirfield  
Society Agricultural Show  
creative writing 
competition and had fun 
writing! 

Well done to Saarah 
Nasim who was the 
Creative Writing Winner 
(11 to 12 years of age) 
and Leo Moon who was 
the Creative Writing 
Reserve (11 to 12 years of 
age) Both received 
rosettes and a book 
voucher to spend at 
Through the Wardrobe in 
Mirfield. 
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Mental 
health 
and 
wellbeing 
 

 

Mental health in young people 
Research shows that 1 in 5 young people aged 5-16 are likely to have a mental health 
problem. This means that in a class of 30, 6 young people might be struggling with their 
mental health. This has increased by 50% over the last 3 years. Research also shows 
that 75% of young people aren’t getting the help and support that they need. 

Mental health at Castle Hall Academy 
At Castle Hall Academy, we believe that everyone has mental health, and it is 
important that we teach students to be aware of their own mental health as well as the 
mental health of others. 

There are lots of things that we do within school to support the mental health of our 
students. Our personal development curriculum teaches about mental health explicitly, 
as well as looking at wider topics such as preparing for the future, careers, and 
physical, sexual, and emotional health. 

Where students might require further support with their mental health, Castle Hall 
Academy employs an emotional wellbeing support worker, who sees a number of 
students on a weekly basis. This is based on need, and referrals are made by heads of 
year and the inclusion team. 

If school feels that there is a greater need for support, referrals can be made, with 
your consent, to external agencies who support young people with their mental health. 

Thriving Kirklees 
Thriving Kirklees is where you can access any support services that your child might 
need for their mental health and wellbeing.  

https://www.thrivingkirklees.org.uk/ 
Thriving Kirklees work with Child and Adolescent Mental Health Services (CAMHS) and 
Children’s Emotional Health and Wellbeing Services (ChEWS) to provide support for 
young people with mental health concerns, whether this is early intervention work or 
more complex work. They will work with both the young person and the parent to 
support your child’s mental health. 

Referrals for further support can be made by school, by a parent or carer, or by a young 
person. 

https://www.thrivingkirklees.org.uk/
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To apply for a secondary place for September 2022, 

follow the link below.   

https://kirklees.gov.uk/beta/admissions/apply-secondary-school-

place.aspx 

Application deadline 31st October 2021 

APPLY NOW 
FOR A PLACE!  

https://kirklees.gov.uk/beta/admissions/apply-secondary-school-place.aspx
https://kirklees.gov.uk/beta/admissions/apply-secondary-school-place.aspx
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LUNCHTIME S INGERS  

KS3 and KS4 Castle Hall Singers enjoying singing with Mrs 
Simons every week during lunchtimes, we love it too!  

DRAMA CLUB 
Extra-curricular drama club with Mr Twine. Developing 
creativity, concentration and group cooperation.  
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ART SKILLS 
Last week saw the opening of Kirklees college Pioneer Higher 

Skills Centre. We were delighted to see talented work on display 
by Castle Hall Art and Design Year 9 students 

# A c a d e m i c E x c e l l e n c e   

# D e v e l o p i n g C h a r a c t e r   

# R a i s i n g A s p i r a t i o n   

@ I m p a c t M AT  
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At Castle Hall Academy we recognise 
the importance of regular attendance 
and punctuality. We work in close 
partnership with parents and carers to 
ensure each child attends regularly.    

Any absence must be reported to the 
Attendance Office at the Academy by 
8:00am each day using this 
number 01924 520500 and select 
option 2 This is now the only way to 
report a student absence. 

  

Parents/Carers are also asked to: 

 

• Inform the Academy in advance of 
any hospital appointment 
unavoidably scheduled during school time via the ‘Request for Medical Leave 
of Absence’ form which is available from Mrs Toth, Attendance Officer 01924 
520500 and select option 2 or email jtoth@castlehall.com 

• Inform the Academy either Mrs Toth, Attendance Officer or your child's Head 
of Year of any problems which might 
affect your child’s attendance 

 

• Cooperate with the Academy if 
your child’s attendance / punctuality 
is unsatisfactory 

 

• Make requests for special leave 
of absence for your child during term 
time by completing in advance an 
‘Application for Leave in Exceptional 
Circumstances’ form which is 
available from: 

Mrs Toth, Attendance Officer 01924 
520500 and select option 2 for 
student absence  or email 
jtoth@castlehall.com 

YOUR ATTENDANCE MATTERS  
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Students are reminded that mobile 
phones are not allowed in the 
Academy grounds. 

REMINDERS  

Please can we remind students 
to wear a coat on cold and wet 
days. Keep those blazers dry! 

Chewing gum is banned in and 
around the Academy grounds 
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We were 
delighted to 

see the 
numbers 

attending the 
football 

sessions and 
enjoying 

wider student 
life  

EXTRA-CURRICULAR 
Participation in extra-curricular creates strong links to 

course and career confidence.  
Participating in extra-curricular activities benefits students’ personal and 
academic success #AcademicExcellence. Research shows students who participate 
in extra-curricular activities have greater levels of academic achievement. 

Extra-curricular participation also supports students’ character development 
#DevelopCharacter by giving them skills required for personal success, such as 
leadership skills, time-management skills, and the ability to accept constructive 
criticism. 

Extra-curricular participation raises students’ self-esteem and resiliency 
#RaisingAspiration it also provides the opportunity to try something different and 
connect with new and positive social groups. 

We are proud of our Cycle 1 offer, thank you to staff who have offered sessions.  
The uptake from students has been extremely good and we hope this continues 
and grows throughout the year. 

Being part of the wider academy community benefits everyone - 
Everybody, Everyday. 
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  L u n c h  T i m e  After School - 3:30 to 4:20 

Monday 

KS4 Singers (A112) Mathswatch (B406) 

Library KS3 Spanish Film and Music Club (A104) 

FOCUS KS4  

 Chess (B306) 

  Library 

  KS3 Gymnastics (meet changing rooms) 

  Drama club (A113) 

Tuesday 

Library Library 

FOCUS KS3 KS3 Girls’ Football (meet changing rooms) 

   UKMT Maths Challenge (B408) 

Wednesday 

Year 11 English (A106) Library 

KS3 Singers (A112) Girls’ Netball (meet changing rooms) 

Carnegie Book Club (Library) KS3 Boys’ Football (meet changing rooms) 

FOCUS KS4 KS4 Boys’ Football (meet changing rooms) 

Thursday 

Library Young Enterprise Award (B202) 

FOCUS KS3 LGBTQ+ group (A105) 

 Library 

Students showing the skills to be champion chess players good memory, pattern 
recognition, excellent calculation abilities and strategic thinkers. 
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We have again experienced many concerns being raised by 
students, staff, other parents, residents and road users about 
parking outside the Academy and surrounding roads. On several 
occasions we have reminded parents/carers to park legally and 
safely around the Academy.  

We do appreciate that it can be very difficult to park near the 
Academy, but parking in this manner is putting your child(ren) at 
risk.    

We realise that there are some parents who have no alternative 
but to drive their children to school, however many are driving 
short distances where walking is a real option.  

Let’s all take some personal responsibility and work together to 
ensure our Academy area is a safe place.  

We do send our 
appreciation to those 
parents whose children 
walk to school and to 
those who park 
responsibly. Thank you 
for your good example 
and being an exemplary 
role model to the 
students. 

PA R K I N G  R E M I N D E R S  
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IMPORTANT DATES  

Keep up to date with all the current information  

Vis i t  our  webs i te   www.cast lehal l .com  

Academy Calendar & Key Dates 2021 - 22  

2021-22 TERM 1 

Monday 6 September 2021 to Friday 22 October 2021 

Holiday: Saturday 23 October 2021 to Sunday 31 October 2021 

2021-22 TERM 2 

Monday 1 November 2021 to Friday 17 December 2021 

Holiday: Saturday 18 December 2021 to Monday 3 January 2022 

2021-22 TERM 3 

Tuesday 4 January 2022 to Friday 18 February 2022 

Holiday: Saturday 19 February 2022 to Sunday 27 February 2022 

2021-22 TERM 4 

Monday 28 February 2022 to Friday 8 April 2022 

Holiday: Saturday 9 April 2022 to Sunday 24 April 2022 

2021-22 TERM 5 

Monday 25 April 2022 to Friday 27 May 2022 

Holiday: Saturday 28 May 2022 to Sunday 05 June 2022 

2021-22 TERM 6 

Monday 6 June 2022 to Friday 22 July 2022  

Holiday: Saturday 23 July 2022 onwards 

TRAINING/REVIEW DATES (STAFF ONLY) 

BANK HOLIDAYS 

3 January 2022 

2 May 2022 

1 November 2021 

2 December 2021 

3 December 2021 

24 March 2022 

25 March 2022 

21 July 2022 

22 July 2022 

GCSE 2021 EVENING - 25 November 4:30pm to 6:00pm 
 
Call in between 4.30pm and 6.00pm to collect GCSE certificates, enjoy refreshments and catch-up with staff 

Year 11   9 December 2021 

Year 7 13 January 2022 

Year 11 20 January 2022 

Year 10 10 February 2022 

Year 9 23 March 2022 and options 

Year 11 31 March 2022 

Year 8   5 May 2022 

Year 10   9 June 2022 

PARENTS’ EVENINGS 

http://www.castlehall.com
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A lovely working atmosphere in the library early in the 
morning - students busy reading and completing their 

work before the school day starts (8:08am to be exact!)  


